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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.


	Text163: Seattle University
	Text164: Karen Price, Campus Sustainability Manager
	Text165: 206-296-6997
	Text166: kprice@seattleu.edu
	Text167: Seattle, WA
	Text168: 7817
	Text169: KP
	Text170: 4/20/2011
	Text171: 1.4
	Text172: .6
	Text173: 4.4
	Text174: 2.3
	Text175: 
	Text176: 91.2
	Text177: .10
	Text178: 
	Text179: 
	Text180: 
	Text181: 
	Text182: 71
	Text183: 
	Text184: 
	Text185: 13
	Text186: 
	Text187: 16
	Text188: Purchased steam
	Text189: Percentages are based on the latest fuel mix statistic from our utility company. In addition, since 2006 the University has purchased new renewable energy via Renewable Energy Certificates to offset 15% of the campus electrical consumption. Also, not reflected above, solar panels on a new building supply 3% of its annual electrical needs.
	Text190: Purchased Steam: Seattle Steam generates 80% of the steam from natural gas and the remainder from other sources like waste oil and a biomass plant burning clean urban wood waste. 
	Text191: 60
	Text192: Three out of 5 buildings were certified to LEED Gold standards: Admissions & Alumni building, McGoldrick Learning Commons and the Law School Annex.
	Text193: 1
	Text194: This percentage is an estimate. The LEED Gold Admissions & Alumni building stores the rainwater from the roof in a cistern and is used to irrigate the building's landscape.
	Text195: 95
	Text196: The vast majority of campus fixtures are compact fluorescent, T5 or efficient T8. We are starting to install LED bulbs.  A majority of buildings are equipped with motion and occupancy sensors. 
	Text197: 45
	Text198: Our purchasing policy requires ENERGY STAR appliances.
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 13
	Text202: SU usually funds 3-4 energy efficiency projects per year. This can include lighting upgrades, high-efficient window upgrades, or HVAC tune-ups. In addition we fund one retro-commissioning program per year in order to optimize the HVAC and lighting systems of an existing building. Savings from these programs go back into a savings account for use on future efficiency investments.  
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 100
	Text206: Our utility management database tracks every building's monthly energy use which allows our school to prioritize energy efficiency improvements. In addition we use a DDC system to monitor all HVAC systems.
	Check Box207: Off
	Check Box208: Yes
	Text209: 100
	Text210: Our utility management database tracks every building's monthly water use which allows our school to prioritize water efficiency improvements. In addition, we track domestic vs. irrigation water use.
	Text211: 45
	Text212: Over 20 local farms provide 40% of the produce.  Seasonal fruits and vegetables are purchased as the first choice. Baked goods use local, sustainably harvested grain. As part of their Low Carbon Diet Initiative, all produce is sourced from North America. 
	Text213: 7
	Text214: Produce is organic when possible.  Bon Appetit focuses primarily on buying local and secondarily on buying organic. Many local farmers using organic methods do not have USDA-certification. Three coffee varieties are offered that are either organic, Fair Trade or shade grown. Bananas are Fair Trade.
	Text215: Yes, 100%. Salmon is wild caught in Washington.
	Text216: $550,364 was spent on all meat last year. Approximately 1.4 million meals were served.All eggs are cage-free, all poultry is hormone and antibiotic-free. All beef is grass-fed, free of antibiotics and hormones and purchased from a local cooperative of family ranchers. Milk is from a local dairy and is rbgh - free. 
	Text217: Yes. Vegan options are served at breakfast, lunch and dinner daily. Soups, sauces and stocks are prepared from scratch  which means the food is free of chemical additives and high fructose corn syrup.
	Text218: In September 2010, Seattle University became the first college or university in the state to stop selling bottled water everywhere including: vending machines, concession stands, bookstore, restaurants and catering.  Free, filtered water and bottle fillers were installed on 31 campus fountains. Free water is dispensed from soda fountains and jugs at all campus cafes and restaurants.. The Bookstore sells a discounted, steel water bottle purchased from Corporate Accountability International to support their Think Outside the Bottle campaign. The first thousand bottles sold out by spring quarter and the student club Engineers Without Borders will receive $2,000, or $2 per bottle, to buy and maintain a water treatment facility in Haiti that will provide clean water to over 8,000 Haitians for 10 years.
	Text219: There are 15 raised beds in the Chardin p-patch for students, faculty, and staff who want to grow vegetables and herbs for their own consumption. The raised beds were created in 2008 by the Grounds department and are maintained with organic methods.
	Text220: BA in Environmental StudiesBA in Environmental Studies with Public Policy and Urban Affairs specializationBS in Environmental ScienceBS in Civil Engineering with Environmental Engineering specialization
	Text221: CEEGR 486 Green Engineering introduces principles of green building including the sustainable use of water, energy and materials, and focuses  on the design of alternative energy production systems including solar, wind and microhydro systems for the developing world.  ECEGR 452 Renewable Energy Systems teaches the fundamentals of renewable energy conversion methods such as solar photovoltaic, solar thermal and wind and the environmental, economic and societal impact.  The Law School offers a course on Climate Change that includes discussion of renewable energy and energy efficiency. In the Environmental Studies Program’s Urban Sustainability Specialization the course on Housing Design and the Sustainable Community examines design styles, public policy, mass media influences in relation to the pitfalls and prospects of creating the “American dream.”
	Text222: No
	Text223: Tanya Hayes (Environmental Studies Program and Public Affairs Department) – “Conserving the World’s Forests: Are Protected Areas The Only Way?” coauthored with Nobel prizewinner in economics Elinor Ostrom; IIE Fulbright Fellowship; Award for Best Paper in Human Dimensions of Global Environmental Change, SPEA Young Researchers Conference; Dr. Hayes  is an expert on sustainable ecosystem management and social justice issues in Latin America;  her publications include a cross-national evaluation of the effectiveness of protected forest conservation areas and the ability of indigenous residents to conserve their forests. Carmen Gonzalez, associate professor, School of Law – “Climate Change, Food Security, and Agrobiodiversity: Toward a Just, Resilient, and Sustainable Food System”, “China in Latin America: Law, Economics, and Sustainable Development,”“Genetically Modified Organisms and Justice: the International Environmental Justice Implications of Biotechnology”, Awarded USAID Environmental Law Capacity Building GrantJohn Jacob Gardiner, Professor and Chair, Educational Leadership Department - “Transcendent Leadership: Pathway to Global Sustainability,” “Transcendent Leadership: Board Metrics for Profits, People, and Planet.” “A Pathway to Global Consciousness: Shared Governance and Transcendent Leadership,” Awarded W. K. Kellogg Fellowship for Doctoral Study in Leadership, Lifetime Leadership Awards from the International Leadership AssociationCarl Obermiller, Professor of Marketing, “Taste Great or More Fulfilling:  The Effect of Brand Reputation on Consumer Social Responsibility Advertising for Fair Trade Coffee”, “Sustainable Business as Marketing Strategy”, “The Baby is Sick/The Baby is Well:  A Test of Environmental Communication Appeals,” Co-developed the MBA Specialization in Sustainable Business, Seattle U President’s Committee for Sustainability co-chair
	Text224: The Law School is an institutional member of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Academy of Environmental Law - a network of law faculty and one of the oldest international environmental protection organizations in the world.  Students in the Environmental Studies Program regularly participate in programs and projects at Seattle-area environmental centers and organizations, including the Seattle Aquarium, Woodland Park Zoo, IslandWood Outdoor Learning Center, People for Puget Sound, and Seattle Tilth. The School also has a student-edited environmental law journal which publishes scholarly articles on environmental law topics authored by law professors and practicing lawyers.The name of the journal is the Seattle Journal of Environmental Law.  Information about the journal is available at: http://www.law.seattleu.edu/Academics/Journals.xml
	Text225: No
	Text226: 25
	Text227: Six of the eight colleges and schools offer classes including: Business, Law, College of Education, College of Arts & Sciences, College of Science & Engineering, and the School of Theology & Ministry
	Text228: Yes. The policy reads, "When purchasing a product or service, the purchasing department will evaluate environmentally preferable attributes equally along with quality, price and availability. It is further recommended that all purchases conducted by university employees for their department follow the same guidelines choosing products and services that provide the most environmental attributes.  As with all purchasing decisions, however, these guidelines should not be executed at the expense of product performance, availability or reasonable cost.  The following is a list of environmental attributes: Biobased, Biodegradable or compostable, Durable, Energy and water-efficient, EnergyStar Rated, Environmental impact of transportation, Free of harmful chemicals (including but not limited to: carcinogens, CFCs, lead, mercury, PBTs, VOCs), Produced in the Pacific Northwest, Low life cycle costs."
	Text229: 43
	Text230: Of the 43% recycled content paper purchased,  19% contained 30% rc, 16% contained 40% rc and the other 8% contained either 15%, 50% or 100% recycled content.
	Text231: Seattle University purchases some papers that are either FSC or Green Seal certified.
	Text232: All computers and monitors meet EPEAT Gold standards.
	Text233: No.
	Text234: Our new beverage contract required replacing all vending machines with EnergyStar-rated machines.   The Lenovo computers that Seattle University purchases have a power management utility that adds to the hardware capability of the power supply in the computer by powering off and lowering power usage within the desktop. 
	Text235: The evening safety escort program transport students and employees to all addresses within a 6 block radius of campus. The two Ford hybrid vehicles transport up to 4 people at a time. Hours of operation are Sunday-Thursday 6pm to midnight, Friday and Saturday 6pm to 2am.
	Text236: 38
	Text237: Seattle U bought its first electric vehicle for our Facilities staff in 2001. Eleven years later we have 21 electric vehicles out of 55 owned and leased campus vehicles.
	Text238: Employees who are registered bicyclists receive a complementary parking card for five days of parking each month should they need to park on campus. There is a locker room and showers in the Student Center for student and employee bike commuters. An additional 30 covered, secure bike racks were installed this year adding to the existing 54 covered bike spaces in the two parking garages.  Seattle U participates in the city's annual May bike-to-work month by having an educational booth and giving prizes to teams.  The Public Safety department has bike locks that can be checked out for free.
	Text239: Students & Employees: Subsidized transit passes. Carpool groups pay 50% of the cost of a Parking Permit and enjoy premium parking spaces. Car and van pools of four or more people park for free. The university leases five 12-passenger vans for group outings. The Public Safety Office assists with planning commutes using transit. The university partners with Zipcar, a car-sharing company which rents cars by the hour, to provide a hybrid Honda sedan on campus. The university subsidizes part of the cost for employees to use the car for work. Students over 21 can rent the car.Employees only: Free cab ride home in case of an emergency for employees who do not take their car to work.  Employees who are registered walkers can park get up to five days of free parking a month. 
	Text240: 50
	Text241: Of students who live off-campus, 50% drive alone in a car, 22% ride transit, 18% walk, 7% carpool, 2% bike , and less than 1% either ride a motorcycle, vanpool or telecommute.
	Text242: 39
	Text243: Of faculty and staff commuters, 39% drive alone in a car, 34% take transit, 11% carpool, 9% walk, 3% telecommute, 2% vanpool, 1% bike and 1% ride a motorcycle.
	Text244: 60
	Text245: The amount of waste created at Seattle U that was either composted, recycled or reused jumped 11% over the past year from 49% to 60%.  The increase is due to 60 additional compost bins added to the campus cafes, residence halls, outside buildings and some offices and to Bon Appetit switching to compostable to-go ware.   
	Text246: Yes, Seattle University has recycling bins next to every trash can including: hallways, classrooms, conference rooms, kitchens, residence hall rooms, employee offices and outside buildings. 
	Text247: Yes, recycling and compost bins are readily available at large events.  Depending on the  location, the event will have either reusable or compostable dishes and utensils.  
	Text248: Yes, Seattle U has compost receptacles at all dining locations, restaurant kitchens, residence hall rooms, some staff offices and outside all buildings. All of Bon Appetit's  disposable containers, utensils, and paper products are compostable. Our on-site compost facility composts 1,000 pounds a week and has won two awards since it opened in 2003 for operating without odor or rodent problems and being located in a city and bordered on three sides by an apartment complex  and office buildings. From 1995-2003, kitchen waste was hauled to a local compost facility. 
	Text249: No, Seattle U does not have stated waste-reduction goals.  We do have a zero-waste logo we created that is on the compost, recycling and trash signs. Bottled water is not sold anywhere on campus including athletic events and vending machines. People get a 20-cent discount on all hot beverages and fountain soda when they bring a reusable mug. Unwanted office furniture in good condition is warehoused until another office can use it.
	Text250: Yes, the Student Move Out program began in academic year 2002-2003.  Covered collection  stations are located outside each residence hall for 1.5 weeks. Seattle U collects books, clothing, electronics, toiletries, school supplies, non-perishable food, and household items for donation to local non-profits. There are also recycling, compost and trash bins. The closets on every hall floor for collecting waste are locked and students have to take all waste to the collection station.
	Text251: At Seattle U our mission statement is, “Seattle University is dedicated to educating the whole person, to professional formation, and to empowering leaders for a just and humane world.”  Two of the school’s six values are “We foster a concern for justice and the competence to promote it.” and “We seek to develop responsible leaders committed to the common good.”  “The Jesuit educational tradition promotes independent critical thinkers informed by the humanities, open to finding and serving God in all things, and challenged by the Jesuit priority of "the service of faith and the promotion of justice" to address issues of poverty, injustice, discrimination, violence, and the environment in knowledgeable, committed, and effective ways.  Inspired by the Catholic intellectual tradition, we encourage and assist all students to explore their relationship with humanity, nature, and God.”    http://www.seattleu.edu/about_seattle_university/mission/ Seattle University articulated five strategic priorities in 2007 with sustainability chosen as a critical factor that cuts across all five priorities.  The 2009-2014 Academic Strategic Action Plan goal for undergraduates is to ensure in part the “breadth and integration of deep learning characteristic of a liberal arts and sciences education, including but not limited to an understanding of….the significance of …a commitment to environmental sustainability.” The graduate curriculum goal includes ensuring a “functional understanding of the integration of that [one’s chosen] professional field or academic discipline and its significance for…the human stewardship of the environment.”  The 2006-2026 Facilities Master Plan includes sustainability goals and actions.
	Text252: The Office for Sustainability is staffed by the Campus Sustainability Manager, a full-time position created in 2005 and reporting to the Associate VP of Facilities.  The Assistant Director of Utilities position was expanded to Assistant Director, Utilities & Sustainability to formally include the responsibilities of resource conservation management. The President's Committee for Sustainability includes 25 faculty, staff, administrators and students representing all areas of the university; subcommittees are exploring how we will expand sustainability and climate change in academic programs, co-curricular programs and campus operations.
	Text253: No.
	Text254: Seattle University's Climate Action Plan goal is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from scopes 1, 2 and 3, 12 percent by 2020, and 51 percent by 2035.  Seattle U signed the American College and University Presidents' Climate Commitment in 2007 and the City of Seattle's Climate Partnership in 2006.
	Text255: Yes, Seattle U has audited its emissions annually since the 2005-2006 academic year. The inventories are on the ACUPCC web site at http://acupcc.aashe.org/.
	Text256: Metric tones of carbon emitted by solid waste has decreased by 35 tons, from 126 in 2008 to 91 in 2010.  Since we started inventorying our greenhouse gas emissions in 2006 our employees and students have increased by 2,942 people and there are four new buildings.  
	Text257: No information is made available to the public. 
	Text258: The student Committee for Responsible Investing got the Investment Committee to add this statement to the University Investment Policy. “As an affiliate of a Jesuit institution of higher learning, the Investment Committee is expected to consider the investment policy and process as a means to further advance the university’s commitment to a more just and humane world. This holds that the university’s investments must be made in consideration of the Jesuit principles of ethics and social responsibility. While the Investment Committee remains committed to its fiduciary duty to the university’s long term financial growth and sustainability, it also recognizes the value of non-traditional investment opportunities in providing a reasonable return as well as furthering the university’s mission and values."The Committee for Responsible Investing worked with the administration to move $100,000 from the Operating Budget to Community Capital Development, a non-profit financial institution that provides low-income, women and minority entrepreneurs and small businesses in destressed communities with access to capital. This was a one-time investment. The Investment Committee approved a $500,000 investment in a microfinance fund managed by Global Partnerships;  the university has invested a total of $1 million with this microfinance manager over the last 4 years.  
	Text259: No. The endowment invests in funds of funds, so the fund manager makes the decision on who to invest with. 
	Text260: 0
	Text261: 
	Text262: Members of the Seattle University student club Natural Leaders for Environmental Justice Spencer Black, Will Piro, Carli Redfield, and Carey De-Victoria plus students Jesse David, Cecilia Borges Farfan, Nick McCarvel and Gretchenrae Callanta successfully concluded a three-year campaign (2008-2010) to remove bottled water everywhere on campus.  Max Snyder created a student bike club to teach students how to fix and maintain the bikes and to lead group bike rides to encourage a love of biking.Merlin Woodman got two hand air dryers installed in the new Fitness Center.As the Washington State Network Facilitator for the Cascade Climate Network, Lauren Ressler has strengthened relationships between over a dozen campuses and universities in Oregon and Washington that are engaged in sustainability initiatives. Lauren Ressler, Ian Siadak, and Carey deVictoria-Michel led a delegation of eleven Seattle University students to the Gulf of Mexico to aid in restoration and education projects in the New Orleans area following the BP oil disaster. These students returned to campus and provided a much needed platform raising awareness of the people who have lost their jobs, homes, and health since April 20th, 2010 because of the oil catastrophe.Julianne Jahr organized a Focus the Nation renewable energy panel and brought representatives from Grist magazine and Ellensburg's new solar panel energy project to talk to Seattle U students about the importance of conserving energy and what are some projects that are being initiated to decrease our reliance on fossil fuels.Lauren Ressler and Ian Siadak were selected as delegates with the Sierra Student Coalition to attend the United Nations COP16 climate negotiations in Cancun Mexico; they are actively involved in furthering the international youth environmental movement and aided in bringing critical media attention to the proceedings in Cancun. Carli Redfield, Megan Blass, Erynn Snyder, Brenna Pink, JJ Jahr, Ian Siadak and Lauren Ressler spent weeks preparing trainings on effective organizing practices in order to train, with other volunteer trainers from around the country, 8000 youth leaders at the Power Shift conference in Washington DC the weekend of April 15-18. 
	Text263: Law students have participated in the national environmental law moot court competition organized by Pace Law School every year.  Several Environmental Studies students have participated in national and international environmental conferences or events, including the United Nations Climate Summits in Copenhagen and Cancun, the Clinton Global Initiative University meetings, and the annual Power Shift conference in Washington D.C.
	Text264: Seattle U has committed to maintaining 40% of its property as open space. Also, there are two spots that cannot be built on- the Union Green and the Chapel Lawn.
	Text265: Yes, our Green Cleaning Policy and Guidelines were written to LEED standards.  All cleaners are Green Seal certified.  Our design standards specify all interior paints must be low-VOC.
	Text266: EVST 393: Fundamentals of AgroecologyThis course introduces students to the application of ecology to the design and management of sustainable agricultural ecosystems based on traditional knowledge, alternative agriculture, local food system experiences, and significant field work at a farm site.PUBA 355: Community Design Workshop (in our Urban Sustainability Specialization)A service learning course that integrates urban planning methods and the practice of community building through a full-term, field-based project, often with an environmental focus.ISSC 120  Intro. to Geology includes three weekend fieldtrips to study the sediments, mountains, rocks and coastal landscapes of the Olympic Peninsula.  
	Text267: Serve Seattle is a one-day environmental service excursion to help new students connect with the campus community and the wider Seattle community while providing a meaningful service to the city. For the past three years, students, staff, faculty, and alumni have spent the day clearing debris and non-native plants in Seattle parks.   Labor of Love is a student-led day of service in spring quarter where student teams engage with the community in habitat restoration and invasive species removal.  The Outdoor Adventure Recreation program provides educational programs, events and outings designed to enhance leadership, build a strong outdoor community, and expand student opportunities to explore the beautiful Pacific Northwest in the spirit of adventure. Each quarter students lead trail, climbing, snow, water, cycling and service project activities (not many outdoor programs include service).
	Text268: The Executive Team stopped the sale of bottled water campus-wide including the bookstore, vending machines, athletics concession stands, campus restaurants, and catered events in response to a student-led initiative.  A total of 31 water fountains were retrofitted with filters and bottle fillers.  The Bookstore sold 1,000 steel water bottles at a discount to students and employees, gave the $2,000 in profits to the Engineers Without Borders student chapter to buy and maintain a water treatment system that will serve 8,800 Haitians for 10 years and purchased the bottles from Corporate Accountability International to support its Think Outside the Bottle campaign.The Climate Action Plan was completed and approved by the Executive Team.The President’s Committee for Sustainability was created to oversee the implementation of the Climate Action Plan. The Committee  includes 25 faculty, staff, administrators and students representing all areas of the university; subcommittees are exploring how we will expand sustainability and climate change in academic programs, co-curricular programs and campus operations.The creation of the Office for Sustainability.  Two LEED Gold buildings were completed, the Law School Annex and the McGoldrick Learning Commons.The MBA Specialization in Sustainable Business prepares students with a thorough review of sustainability concepts and frameworks, as applied to business, options to pursue focused sustainability issues in marketing, operations, business law, business strategy, among other specific disciplines, and a term-long consulting project with a partner firm, addressing a real-time, real-world sustainable business challenge.  The Environmental Studies Program implemented its new curriculum  in Fall 2010 and now offers more focused depth in five areas of specialization: Ecological Systems; Politics and Public Policy; Urban Sustainability; Environmental Education and Communication; and Environmental Justice, Values, and Awareness.Professor Catherine O'Neill organized a conference on climate change adaptation in the Pacific Northwest that featured law professors and representatives from governmental and non-governmental organizations.  The Law School expanded the number of environmental law externships available to law students and authorized new environmental law courses.The Registrar’s office and Graduate Admissions has started scanning all new files and existing files to reduce paper consumption.  Student Financial Services and Undergraduate Admissions will make the transition this summer.The Office for Sustainability created a Facebook page to stimulate discussion on how we can work together to improve Seattle U’s sustainability performance and share information on how to live a more sustainable lifestyle.  
	Text269: The Sustainable University Revolving Fund has $17,000 contributed by the student government and the Facilities department to fund energy efficiency projects that replenish the fund through cost savings.In connection with 2010 being officially christened “The Year of Urban Agriculture” in Seattle, the Environmental Studies Program entered into a partnership with our county to transform some available land at a local wastewater treatment plant into a productive and ongoing farm site.  The “farm” has thus become a learning laboratory, linked to coursework, where students learn about sustainable urban agriculture—including how fully processed waste can be turned into effective fertilizer—and the produce the students raise is donated to a local food bank, in accord with Seattle University’s mission of community service and environmental justice.The landscape has been maintained organically, with no pesticides or herbicides since 1998.  The landscape has been designated a Backyard Wildlife Sanctuary by the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife since 1989. Edibles are planted for anyone to eat including: blueberries, raspberries, apples, greens and herbs. Themed gardens in partnership with grounds staff and faculty including: ethnobotanical, Shakespeare, biodiversity and medicinal plants.  A small orchard of fruit trees and berry bushes was planted this year on the edge of campus facing the community to provide community access to food and wildlife habitat.  Landscape water conservation practices include: wood chip mulch, mow high, grasscycling, drip irrigation, computer-controlled irrigation with rain sensors. There are three rain gardens and two green roofs.The campus standard for water fixtures exceed code minimums including .5 gpm faucet aerators, pint-flush urinals, 1.28 gpf and dual-flush toilets and 2 gpm shower heads.  


